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Introduction

0.1 This document should be read together with the SAOF Selection Policy document.  This document covers the definition of the various National Squads, as well as the selection criteria, the benefits to be expected and the conditions of squad membership.
0.2 Orienteers selected for any of the National Squads must notify the Chairperson of the Selection Committee if they do not wish to accept their nomination.  In the event of non-acceptance, the Selection Committee may nominate replacements.

0.3 Selection of Teams for elite international events and training camps will take place from within the National Senior and Junior squads by the Selection Committee, following the SAOF Selection Policy.

0.4 SAOF’s current high-performance goals are documented in the SAOF High Performance Strategic Plan for the year under consideration.  This is available on the http://www.saof.org.za website.

0.5 Further details and explanations for each point may appear in the relevant footnotes for each National Squad.
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National Senior Squad

1. Purpose

1.1 This is the elite senior squad from which any senior teams to represent South Africa internationally will be selected, e.g. WOC, World Cup, World Games, etc.

1.2 The Squad will consist of athletes who have been identified as being able to help the SAOF reach its current high-performance goals, as documented in the SAOF High Performance Strategic Plan.
2. Eligibility

2.1 Membership of this squad is open to all orienteers registered with clubs affiliated to the SAOF.

2.2 There are no age restrictions providing the athlete meets the selection criteria and fulfils the conditions.

2.3 In order to qualify for selection to a team to represent South Africa internationally, the athlete must be an RSA passport holder
.

3. Selection Criteria
3.1 Selection will be based on performance in the elite classes (M21 & W21) at regional and national championships.
3.2 The Selection Committee will consider current form in local calendar events (e.g. colour-coded and sprint series).
3.3 All known form.

4. Benefits
Subject to appropriate levels of funding
, members of this squad can expect:

4.1 Access to regional and national training camps,

4.2 Access to national & international level coaching,
4.3 Access to evaluation programs (e.g. high performance institute),
4.4 Access to tailor-made fitness training advice (e.g. through qualified coaches),

4.5 Eligibility to compete in World Ranking Events (WREs)
,
4.6 Eligibility for selection to attend elite international events, including WOC, World Cup,  World Games, and associated official training camps
.

5. Conditions / Athlete Responsibilities
Athletes that are selected to be part of the National Senior Squad will be expected to:

5.1 Demonstrate a professional approach to competition and training throughout the year.

5.2 Participate in squad training camps as far as possible, and to give priority to such training camps over other orienteering activities (>80% attendance).
5.3 Compete in the elite class of their regional and national championships.
5.4 Register on attackpoint.org to facilitate tracking of performance levels6.
5.5 Contribute to development of others by providing drawn routes of selected events (and commentary)
.

5.6 Provide assistance in delivering training events, as and when requested by the National Coach
.

5.7 Athletes will be expected to abide by SAOF’s anti-doping policy (see SAOF website http://www.saof.org.za/doping.html) 
5.8 Athletes will be expected to abide by the SAOF’s code of conduct (see SAOF website http://www.saof.org.za/code.html)
National Junior Squad 

6. Purpose
6.1 Identify and Develop athletes with World Class Potential with the aim to achieve our high-performance targets,
6.2 To inspire and motivate athletes to be World Class,
6.3 Provide athletes with elite potential with the necessary advice, support, personal development opportunities and competition experiences to develop into future WOC high-performers.
7. Eligibility

7.1 Membership of this squad is open to all orienteers registered with clubs affiliated to the SAOF.

7.2 Athletes in the M/W16 to M/W20 classes are eligible.
7.3 In order to qualify for selection to a team to represent South Africa internationally, the athlete must be a RSA passport holder
.

8. Selection Criteria
8.1 Selection will be based on performance in age category (or higher) classes at regional and national championships.
8.2 Selection may also be based on the potential to develop into high performing senior squad orienteers
.  
8.3 Selection may also be based on the potential to perform at the junior level.  
8.4 The Selection Committee will consider current form in local calendar events.
9. Benefits

Subject to appropriate levels of funding
, members of this squad can expect:

9.1 Access to regional and national training camps,
9.2 Access to training events,
9.3 Access to national & international level coaching,
9.4 Access to evaluation programs (e.g. high performance institute),
9.5 Access to tailor-made fitness training advice (e.g. through qualified coaches),
9.6 Eligibility for selection to attend elite international events, e.g. JWOC, including official training camps
.
10. Conditions / Athlete Responsibilities

Athletes that are selected to be part of the National Junior Squad will be expected to:

10.1 Demonstrate a professional approach to competition and training throughout the year
.

10.2 Participate in squad training camps as far as possible, and to give priority to such training camps over other orienteering activities (>80% attendance)5
10.3 Compete in their age classes (or higher) in their regional and national championships

10.4 Register on attackpoint.org to facilitate tracking of performance levels

10.5 Contribute to development of others by providing drawn routes of selected events (and commentary)
10.6 Athletes will be expected to abide by SAOF’s anti-doping policy (see SAOF website http://www.saof.org.za/doping.html)
10.7 Athletes will be expected to abide by the SAOF’s code of conduct (see SAOF website http://www.saof.org.za/code.html)
National Development Squad

11. Purpose
11.1 To serve as a mechanism for to ensure talented PDI
 orienteers experience championship events, i.e. Regional Champs and SA Champs
.
11.2 To provide talented PDI orienteers with training opportunities to help them make the transition to either the Junior or Senior national squad.
12. Eligibility

12.1 Membership of this squad is open to all PDI orienteers registered with clubs affiliated to the SAOF
.

12.2 Athletes in the M/W16 to M/W20 and the M/W21classes are eligible.
12.3 Athletes can be simultaneously a member of this squad as well as either the Senior or Junior National Squads.

12.4 In order to qualify for selection to a team to represent South Africa internationally, members of this squad need to be simultaneously members of the Junior or Senior squad.

13. Selection Criteria
13.1 Selection will be based on potential to develop into high performing Junior squad and/or Senior squad orienteers
.  
Additional Selection criteria will include:

13.2 Proven athletic ability,
13.3 Good performances at schools league,
13.4 Good performances at local league events.
14. Benefits
14.1 Access to funding to attend Regional and National championship events
,
14.2 Access to Orienteering equipment, e.g. compass, etc.,
14.3 Access to regional and national training camps,

14.4 Access to local training events,
14.5 Access to national & international level coaching,
14.6 Access to evaluation programs (e.g. high performance institute),
14.7 Access to tailor-made fitness training advice (e.g. through qualified coaches),
15. Conditions / Athlete Responsibilities
15.1 Demonstrate a commitment to orienteering and an eagerness to learn (by competing regularly and a willingness to discuss and analyse routes),
15.2 Participate in squad training camps, and to give priority to such training camps over other activities (>80% attendance),
15.3 Compete in their age classes of their regional and national championships,
15.4 Register on attackpoint.org to facilitate tracking of performance levels,
15.5 Athletes will be expected to abide by SAOF’s anti-doping policy (see SAOF website http://www.saof.org.za/doping.html),
15.6 Athletes will be expected to abide by the SAOF’s code of conduct (see SAOF website http://www.saof.org.za/code.html).









� This is as per point 20, i.e. Nationality requirements of the SRSA’s (Sport and Recreation South Africa) National Colours policy


� Currently the SAOF receives the majority of its funding for High Performance via a National Lottery grant.


� Should a squad athlete participate in such an event, the athlete is responsible for informing the Selection Committee of their results


� Selection for national representation at international events is a separate process documented in the SAOF’s Selection Policy.


�Assistance will be available for this.


� Other types of assistance will be considered on request


� This is as per point 20, i.e. Nationality requirements of the SRSA’s (Sport and Recreation South Africa) National Colours policy


� The Selection Committee may consult the relevant national coach in forming such opinions


� Currently the SAOF receives the majority of its funding for High Performance via a National Lottery grant.


� Selection for national representation at international events is a separate process documented in the SAOF’s Selection Policy


� This may be at the discretion of the Selection Committee in consultation with the National Junior Coach.


� Previously Disadvantaged Individual – Sport & Recreation South Africa (SRSA) terminology.


� Clubs are encouraged to assist PDI members to attend local (including regional) events.


� Clubs are encouraged to sign up as members PDI athletes identified in the Talent Identification areas, i.e. Schools Leagues, Scouts, etc.  Funding through Development channels of the SAOF can be sought in this regard.


� Note that clubs are to be encouraged to nominate individuals to be included in this squad


� This will include entry fees, reasonable travel costs, accommodation and meal costs.  The club to which the athlete belongs is required to make the necessary logistical arrangements and submit a refund request to the SAOF via the Selection Committee
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