Planners report – SA Sprint Orienteering Championships
Pretoria Boys’ High School   15th May 2010
When I was asked if I would plan the first SA Sprint O Champs, I was very pleased to have the opportunity.  However, I had a prior engagement which prevented me from being present on the day and thus not being able to fulfil all the responsibilities of the job.  It was with this proviso and thus some trepidation that I agreed to take on the task.

I had visited Boys High briefly a few years ago but permission was not given to stage an event at that time.  I had no doubt that the area was suitable for this event and would offer a serious challenge to the competitors for the first SA Sprint O Champs.
The first time I visited the area, I only had the original base map to work on but I already had an idea of some courses.  Glen (my ever-efficient controller) and I rapidly agreed that we would use the parking close to the entry gate and thus have the start and finish at the cricket pavilion.  Although there are many other suitable locations for this, we didn’t want people to drive to them thus giving them a view of the area prior to the competition.

We briefly discussed having a spectator control on the A courses but discarded this idea since many people would be leaving to go to the Gauteng Middle distance event and thus not stay around to watch the ‘elite’ competitors.  It also allowed the longer courses to pass twice through the complex school buildings.
The area consists of relatively easy playing fields (made somewhat trickier in places by uncrossable fences) plus the maze of school buildings.  Ultimately the idea was to send competitors into the buildings as soon as possible, then out on to the much faster playing fields and then back into the buildings again.

Due to the presence of corridors within the building complex and the layout of the fields with fences and buildings, it was easy to provide route choices.  As I believe it should be, the emphasis was on route choice and not on finding the controls once you were in the correct place.  I also tried to provide two or three route choices which appeared virtually equal and it was the time lost in deciding which route to take which would separate the top runners from the rest.
My thanks to Martin Terry for the excellent map and his course planning suggestions.  The winning times were very close to what I expected and generally in line with the guidelines I was given.  Thanks also to Glen Terry for his efforts in controlling the event and to Glen and Jeremy for putting out the controls on the day in my absence.
I also decided that to mark the 40th anniversary of my first public orienteering event (which took place on the 7th March 1970 at Kinver Million in the British Midlands) I would donate the trophies for the sprint event.  For a short summary of my 40 years in Orienteering visit the SAOF website.  However, I am very thankful for all the opportunities that I have had over the past 40 years due to my involvement in the sport which I would not otherwise have had.  I hope that the trophies will remind Orienteers of the fantastic opportunities that the sport has to offer.  I also hope that there will be an M95 trophy when I compete in this event in 40 years time.

Ian Bratt

